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GRAHAMSTOWN SCIENCE FESTIVAL: 4 – 10 MAY 2011

· BASF sponsors the University of Pretoria’s Science Centre, Sci-Enza, to encourage South Africa’s youth to follow science-related careers.
Johannesburg, South Africa – May 12, 2011 – Scifest Africa, the national science festival held annually in Grahamstown and the biggest science festival in South Africa, has as its goal to awaken an interest in science by giving learners the opportunity to interact with scientists who are recognised as amongst the best in the world.
Sponsored by Sasol Limited, Old Mutual South Africa, the Department of Science and Technology and SAASTA, Scifest Africa is the ideal platform to showcase the work of various scientists and expose learners to a variety of career choices in the scientific field. Themed “Science across Cultures”, Scifest Africa 2011 brought together some of the most exciting scientific minds in the world presenting various researches being done between South Africa and other countries. 

BASF and Sci-Enza
BASF believes that through active participation and sponsorship the company will strengthen its position as a global leader in chemistry even further.  To this end, BASF supports and sponsors the Science Centre (Sci-Enza) of the University of Pretoria. This year, Sci-Enza was involved in the Grahamstown Scifest through the Scikidz II programme – a programme where learners in the learning phase were treated to The Chemistry Party, and where Sibo, the famous character of the popular Sibo series by author Ginny Stone, was taught more about the elements and compounds by the friendly atom and molecule puppets from the Element family. Afterwards learners attended a workshop where they could apply their new-found knowledge and were given their own Sibo chemistry handbook. The programme was very successful, with around 400 learners attending daily. For more about Sibo, visit: www.sibo.co.za 
Sci-Enza’s stand was well-attended by festival-visitors who were given the opportunity to partake in different interactive games, including a card game using custom designed cards sponsored by BASF which each carry the different elements of the periodic table and an illustration of each using easy to understand graphics. The stand also featured demonstrations showcasing the theme “Chemistry is the building block of Science”, which was clearly emphasized by the look and feel of the stand.  
Chemistry in action
BASF also sponsored a science show for grade 8+ learners, “Astonishing alchemy to curious chemistry”, a joint venture by the Cape Town Science Centre and Sci-Enza. More than 900 daily attendees were taken on a voyage through history by Michael Ellis and Fikiswa Majola of the Cape Town Science Centre and saw some amazing chemistry experiments in action. 
This captivating show clearly demonstrated that learners today are the future of chemistry in the world and through using the information and theories available have the ability to create something new.
Says Petra Bezuidenhout, Head of Corporate Communications at BASF in South Africa, about BASF’s involvement and sponsorships: “BASF has as its goal the further education of children in South Africa in creating more interest in chemistry. Through sponsoring the Grahamstown Scifest and science centres such as Sci-Enza, we believe we are contributing towards this goal in a positive and meaningful way.”  








END

About BASF
BASF South Africa has been doing business for more than 40 years and also acts as the regional hub to Sub-Sahara. The BASF Group in South Africa consists of seven companies with locations in Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town, including a world-class automotive emission catalysts production site in Port Elizabeth. For further local information visit the website: www.basf.co.za.

About BASF globally

About BASF

BASF is the world’s leading chemical company: The Chemical Company. Its portfolio ranges from chemicals, plastics, performance products and agricultural products to oil and gas. As a reliable partner BASF creates chemistry to help its customers in virtually all industries to be more successful. With its high-value products and intelligent solutions, BASF plays an important role in finding answers to global challenges such as climate protection, energy efficiency, nutrition and mobility. BASF posted sales of about €63.9 billion in 2010 and had approximately 109,000 employees as of the end of the year. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) and Zurich (AN). Further information on BASF is available on the Internet at www.basf.com or in its Social Media Newsroom at newsroom.basf.com. 
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